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DELEGATION VISIT IN STUTTGART

MAY 18-22, 2026
VDI/VDE-IT, Stuttgart



CLUSTERBRIDGE

13:00 LUNCH RECEPTION AT THE MINISTRY
Ministry of Economic Affairs, Labor, and Tourism Baden-
Württemberg, Schlossplatz 4, 70173 Stuttgart

Greeting by Johannes Jung, Head of Department „Strategy,
Business Law, Foreign Trade, und Europe”, reports on ongoing
activities by Carmen Hawkins, Coordinator of PA 8, EUSDR,
Mirjam Zillober Ion upcoming Interreg opportunities, Simone
Göhring, BW-Ukraine Collaboration

09:15 INTRODUCTIONS & PRESENTATIONS
Getting to know each other, individual presentations

DAY 1 Monday, May 18

DAY 2 Tuesday, May 19

09:00 WELCOME
VDI/VDE-IT, Stuttgart, Marienstraße 23, 70178 Stuttgart

Introductory words and logistics 

15:30 CLUSTER VISIT - VIRTUAL WORLDS
Virtual Dimension Center Fellbach (VDC), Auberlenstraße 13, 70736
Fellbach

Introduction by Prof. Dr. Christoph Runde & team, guided tour of
the lab facilities, feel & touch technology (e.g., VR, AR)

Stuttgart

10:15 DEEP DIVE
Regional cluster strategy and development, Q&A

18:30 DINNER
Paulaner am alten Postplatz, Calwer Straße 45, 70173 Stuttgart

Ludwigsburg

09:30 CAMPUS VISIT
University of Applied Sciences for Public Administration
Ludwigsburg, Building 4, Reuteallee 36, 71636 Ludwigsburg 

Introduction by Dr. Iriis Eliisa Rauskala (Rector) and team 

NEW NATURE OF REGIONAL ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT AND ROLE OF CLUSTERS

ROLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN
STRENGTHENING THE LOCAL ECOSYSTEM

© RCA BW

© HVF



CLUSTERBRIDGE

DAY 1 Tuesday, May 19

DAY 2 Wednesday, May 20

10:15 TALK - GOVERNANCE & INNOVATION
Prof. Dr. Lidiya Lisovska, visiting scholar, Professor of the Lviv
Polytechnic National University, Executive Director of the NGO
"European Cooperation Agency," speaks on regional governance,
innovation hubs, and territorial collaboration.

12:00 LUNCH
Campus canteen

Ludwigsburg/
Stuttgart

11:30 INTERACTIVE GROUP WORK
Small-group discussions on pressing topics

11:00 STUDY PRESENTATION & DISCUSSION
Dr. Silke Schmidt and Anastasiia Volianska on the study “The
Current Economic Situation of Ukraine” and the RIPPLE project

Stuttgart

10:00 SCALE-UP CENTER
University of Applied Sciences for Public Administration
Ludwigsburg, Reuteallee 36, 71636 Ludwigsburg 

Welcome by Konstantin Schneider (Head of Innovation, Division
Business Development), input by Michael Aechtler (founder), tour,
meet & greet with startups

KEY ACTORS IN REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

14:00 E-MOBIL BW - MOBILITY TRANSFORMATION
Leuschnerstraße 45, 70176 Stuttgart

12:00 LUNCH

Introduction to the state agency by Heike Passauer, International
Collaboration Specialist

ca. 15:30 end and free time



DAY 1 Wednesday, May 20

DAY 2 Thursday, May 21

Stuttgart

Heilbronn

10:00 WELCOME TO HEILBRONN
Wirtschaftsförderung Heilbronn Area GmbH, Room Wartberg,
Koepffstr. 17, 74076 Heilbronn 

Introduction by Patrick Dufour, Head of the Regional Economic
Development Agency of Heilbronn (City & County), Martin
Schunkert, Head of Network TRANSFORMOTIVE and Erik
Bannwarth, Head of Strategic Regional Development Projects,
Regionalverband Heilbronn-Franken (Regional Planning Authority)

INPUT & DISCUSSION

14:00 ARENA 2036
Pfaffenwaldring 19, 70569 Stuttgart

Getting to know prototyping of tomorrow, tour, discussion

THE ROLE OF RDA IN REGIONAL
TRANSFORMATION 

“The Interplay between RDAs and Clusters for Regional Industrial
Transition”

13:00 LUNCH

14:00 COMPANY VISIT “SCHUNK”
Schunk SE & Co. KG, including Colab Application Center,
Bahnhofstr. 106 - 134, 74348 Lauffen/Neckar

Guided tour and discussion

18:00 GET-TOGETHER LOCAL WINERY
Winery Auerberg, Siegfried, Ricarda und Emma Müller
"Wine culture as the foundation of regional identity. A guided walk
through the vineyard and dinner."

CLUSTERBRIDGE

© ARENA2036 ca. 16:00 return and free evening



DAY 1 Friday, May 22

Saturday, May 23

Stuttgart

DEPARTURE DAY
Have a safe trip home & see you again soon in Stuttgart!

10:00 STEINBEIS EUROPE CENTER
Leuschnerstraße 43, 70176 Stuttgart

European Enterprise Network, Danube Region projects and
Technology Collaboration with Ukraine 
→ see detailed program attached

R&D AS DRIVER OF REGIONAL INNOVATION
PERFORMANCE
 

12:00 LUNCH

14:00 JOINT CLOSING SESSION
VDI/VDE-IT, Stuttgart, Marienstraße 23, 70178 Stuttgart

Looking back, wrap-up, open questions, outlook

18:30 FAREWELL DINNER
Gasthaus Bären, Paulinenstraße 45, 70178 Stuttgart

Transport to the airport will be organized

CLUSTERBRIDGE
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